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words of the China Continuation Com- 
mittee, as "limited only by the vigor of the 
spiritual life and the preparedness of the 
working classes of the church." 

During the last three months of 1914 
Mr. Sherwood Eddy conducted a series 
of evangelistic meetings in principal cities 
of China. More than 10,600 men signed 
cards promising to study Christianity and 
to follow the truth when convinced by it. 
Nearly 8,000 have subsequently been 
enrolled in Bible classes. The evangelistic 
campaign in Fukien was a remarkable 
success and preparations are being made 
for similar campaigns in Kwangtung, 
Honan, and Manchuria. 

The China Inland Mission celebrated its 
jubilee in May. More than any other 
agency it has been the means of opening the 
whole of China to the preaching of the gos- 
pel. Its foreign workers number 1,063, the 
salaried Chinese workers, 1,694, and unpaid 
Chinese helpers, 1,071. There are 754 
organized churches connected with the mis- 
sion and more than 34,000 communicant 
members. Steady progress is being made 



in the consolidation and unification of indi- 
vidual societies. Especially is this work 
being pushed forward by the China Mission 
Council of the American Presbyterian 
Board, the English Bible Society in Shan- 
tung, and the American Baptist Missionary 
Union. 

An event of far-reaching importance is 
the decision of the Rockefeller Foundation 
to devote large sums of money to the devel- 
opment of medical schools in China. The 
disposal of these funds will be made in co- 
operation with the missionary institutions 
and the first step will be to take over the 
College in Peking. It is also proposed to 
furnish missionary societies with the funds 
necessary to increase the staff of the hospi- 
tals in the vicinity of four educational 
centers and to relate these hospitals to the 
schools. A further proposal is to establish 
one or two tuberculosis hospitals. The 
China Medical Missionary Association 
already has 500 members. 

The Bible Societies have distributed 
6,211,000 copies of the Bible — a record 
which far surpasses any in the past. 
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A Church Journal of Religious 
Education 

Rev. W. L. DeVries, Ph.D., who has 
recently become editor of the department 
of religious education in the Living Church, 
announces that his church's need of a 
journal of religious education has been met. 
He says this need on the part of the Epis- 
copal church has been created by the rapidly 
developing activities of the church's mis- 
sions. He thinks it is desirable that his 
church should have a journal of its own 
to treat with her own special conditions, 
principles, and ideals in relation to the new 
activities of religious work in general. The 
need has been supplied earlier than he had 
dared hope, and through a channel quite 
unexpected. The new editor of the Ameri- 



can Sunday School Magazine, Dr. Stewart U. 
Mitman, has broadened the magazine to 
include the whole field of religious educa- 
tion. The following titles and authors 
show that the broader questions are being 
treated by men of expert knowledge: "The 
Aims of the General Board of Education," 
By Rev. R. P. Kreitler; "Graded Sunday 
Schools," by Rev. E. R. Carter; "The 
Aims of the Modern Sunday School," by 
Rev. C. S. Lewis; "Transmutation of the 
Lesson into Life," by Rev. W. W. Deatrick. 

Public School and Religious 
Education 

The relation of public schools to religious 
education was discussed at a joint meeting 
of the secretaries of the church educational 
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societies held in Chicago. The following 
resolutions were passed: 

That in view of the great importance of 
Bible instruction as related to public education, 
this council recommends to the church boards 
composing this body that they bring before their 
supreme judicatories a full statement of the 
situation looking toward action in the follow- 
ing particulars: (i) the favoring of legislation 
calculated to safeguard the rights to have the 
Bible read in public schools; (2) the favoring 
of academic recognition by public-school author- 
ities for academic work done in Bible outside 
of school hours; (3) requests to standardizing 
bodies in public instruction that they define 
the conditions under which academic recogni- 
tion may be given for academic work done in 
Bible-study; (4) encouraging of churches and 
Sunday schools to provide for such Bible in- 
struction and allied work as will prepare them 
to bear their part in the movements looking 
toward the proper functioning of the church 
and the public school in religious education. 

A committee of which Henry P. Cope is 
the chairman made this recommendation: 

(1) A more serious study to provide an ade- 
quate program of religious education for the 
young in the time now available, especially on 
Sunday morning. No demand should be made 
for the use of public-school time until we make 
adequate use of the time now available. ( 2) The 
raising of the educational work of the church to 
the point of efficiency where we can claim the 
right of credits and academic recognition. 
(3) Plan to secure community unity of action 
on: (a) A thorough survey of the needs; (b) a 
program of work in religious education. (4) 
Better physical equipment for educational 
work in the church. (5) Secure the employment 
of professionally trained directors: (a) either 
for a local church or (b) for a group of churches. 
(6) Prepare for week-day instruction special 
courses of study and plans of co-ordinated 
activity service. This gives the opportunity 
for the much-needed work in history, doctrine, 
conduct, church relations, and general religious 
ideas. (7) Develop the vacation Bible-school 
plan. This affords opportunity to experiment 
in week-day religious education. (8) Become 
acquainted with the work of the public school. 



The Colorado Plan of Religious 
Education 

The Colorado plan of religious education 
was devised by the joint committees 
selected from the State Teachers Associa- 
tion and the State Sunday-School Asso- 
ciation. The scheme proposes to extend 
Bible-study throughout a four years' course. 
The courses are selective and are correlated 
with the curriculum of the high schools. 
The work is to be done at home and in the 
Sunday school. But a unit of credit is 
given by the high school for courses satis- 
factorily completed. Two of the courses 
have been put into form. The first year's 
lessons are entitled, "The Heroes and 
Leaders of Israel"; the second year's, 
"The Founders and Disciples of the Chris- 
tian Religion." The third- and fourth- 
year courses are now in preparation. 

The Dakota Plan of Religions 
Education 

In 1912 the State High School Board 
of North Dakota adopted a unique plan 
for religious education. Some three years 
have now passed since the inception of the 
plan, and an inventory of the experiment is 
in order. An official syllabus of Bible- 
study for high-school students has been 
selected. The syllabus gives a course of 
study covering "Old Testament geography," 
"General Old Testament Narratives," "A 
Brief Outline of Old Testament History 
before Christ," "A Survey of the Old 
Testament Books," and "Ten Memory 
Passages." The course in the New Testa- 
ment includes "New Testament Geog- 
raphy," "Studies in the Life of Christ," 
" A Survey of New Testament Books," and 
"Ten Memory Passages." It is not ex- 
pected that the syllabus will be studied in 
school, but that it will be studied in the 
Sunday-school classes or studied at home. 
The state gives an examination and anyone 
passing a grade of 65 per cent will receive 
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one-half unit of credit for high-school 
graduation. During the three years in 
which the plan has been in operation 501 
papers have been submitted to the Board 
for examinations, of which 407 received 
a passing mark. In June, 1915, 37 high 
schools were represented by 122 papers, 
104 of which were passed. The introduc- 
tion of the syllabus is expressive of the plan, 
an extract of which follows: 

A knowledge of the Bible is an essential 
element in a good education. Whether or not 
one is interested in the Bible as a manual of 
devotion, it is imperative that he should be 
familiar with it as a literature and as a history; 
for no literature and no history have more 
vitally affected Anglo-Saxon civilization. Eng- 
lish literature has been greatly influenced by 
biblical style and is strewn with allusions to 



Bible stories and teachings. Shakespeare is 
said to have over seven hundred such allusions; 
Tennyson over four hundred. As Charles 
Dudley Warner put it, "The Bible is the one 
book that no intelligent person can afford to be 
ignorant of." 

And yet actual experience proves that the 
average young person has a very imperfect 
knowledge of this wonderful book. This sylla- 
bus has been prepared with the hope that the 
boys and girls of North Dakota of high-school 
age may be led to a serious study of this 
great literature. With a Bible containing 
maps, the diligent student will be adequately 
equipped, although other helps, if available, 
may, of course, be used to advantage. 
The essential thing is to study the Bible 
itself, to glean its history and the life story 
of its great characters, to note the simple 
beauty of its style, and to grasp its ideas and 
ideals. 
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The Leveling Influence of War 

An extract from a letter written by 
Rev. Allen P. Shatford, chaplain to the 
Fifth Canadian Infantry Brigade, to the 
Canadian Churchman gives a hint of the 
way denominational barriers are being 
leveled in the religious services along the 
fighting lines in Europe. 

"There is not the least evidence of de- 
nominational friction or rivalry. We are a 
band of brothers endeavoring to speed 
forward the Kingdom of God. It is a com- 
mon thing for all communions to meet 
together at divine service. All Protestants 
use the same form of service and the same 
hymns. Battalions parade as a unit — 
there is no dividing up of denominations. 
Even at our communions there is remark- 
able unity. I have had present at my 
Eucharist men of every denomination — we 
gladly welcome everybody. And in return 
I know that Anglicans have attended the 
Lord's Supper when administered by Presby- 
terian chaplains. Soldiers do not ask what 
church the chaplain belongs to as he con- 



ducts the service — they gladly receive the 
ministry of any chaplain when trouble 
presses hard upon them. We had an 
anniversary service on the Sunday after 
King Albert's birthday. It was held in 
front of the Roman church and all Chris- 
tians were present. The choir of boys sang 
the Te Deum, the band played the national 
anthems of Belgium and the British Empire, 
and we all joined lustily in the cheers 
for the heroic king. This war is breaking 
down many barriers — social, national, eccle- 
siastical May we not rejoice that 

it is declaring to the Christian world the 
need of Christian unity, and hope that the 
people at home will make ready for the 
coming opportunity ? " 

What Now Hinders Church Unity? 

Under this caption there appears in the 
Christian Century of January 27 a survey of 
the present movements toward church union 
and the writer asserts that the two points 
at which the program of Christian unity 
rubs are immersion-baptism and the his- 



